[Primary amelanotic melanoma of the nasal fossa. Importance of ultrastructural study for diagnosis].
Primitive malignant melanoma of the nasal fossae is rare and amelanotic melanoma of the same site is highly unusual. The present work reports a case where positive diagnosis was only possible by means of ultrastructural study. Giving evidence of the premelanosomes, this technique made it possible to differentiate from other types of cancers (in particular from olfactory neuroblastoma, non differentiated small cell carcinomas and lymphoma). Although in all cases we are dealing with malignancies, the need for a precise histological diagnosis is fundamental to work up an adequate therapeutic protocol. Given the difficulties in getting an electronic microscope in any hospital, the method used in the present case is quite significant since it made precise diagnosis possible even on bioptic fragments fixed in non buffered formalin. Finally some problems regarding diagnosis and treatment linked to diagnosis by means of electronic microscopy are discussed.